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Application/Control Number: 09/994,337 
Art Unit: 3679 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on May 16, 2005 has been entered. 

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner’s arnendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Craig A. Fieschko on June 16, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the title, before “FOR DISASSEMBLING DIFFERENT ELEMENTS” 
deleted “METHOD” and replaced with -ARTICLE--. 

In the abstract, in line 1 before “An article” deleted “An invention directed 
to the partial or whole disassembly of products.”. 

In the specification, on page 1 in line 4 after “filed August 19. 1999” 
inserted - , now abandoned, which was the National Stage of 
International Application No. PCT/GB97/03392, filed December 9, 
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1997-. 
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In the specification, on page 1 after line 4 inserted -BACKGROUND OF 
THE INVENTION-. 

In the specification, on page 2 after line 14 inserted -SUMMARY OF 
THE INVENTION-. 

In the specification, on page 8 after line 27 inserted -BRIEF 
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS-. 

In the specification, on page 9 after line 29 inserted -DETAILED 
DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION-. 

2. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to claim 104, Lortz et al. (US 5,722,709) discloses the claimed 
assembly with the exception of the female element including a first engagement 
region able to grip a threaded second engagement region on the male element; 
wherein the first engagement region is made of shape memory material and is 
operative upon shape transition to change from a firm radially tensioned form to a 
relaxed radially untensioned form. 

As to claim 107, Lortz et al. discloses the claimed assembly with the 
exception of the male element including a threaded first engagement region able 
to grip a second engagement region on the female element; wherein the first 
engagement region is made of shape memory material and is operative upon 
shape transition to change from a firm radially tensioned form to a relaxed 
radially untensioned form. 
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There is no teaching or suggestion by the prior art, absent the applicants’ 
own disclosure, for one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify an assembly as disclosed by Lortz et al. to have the above 
mentioned elemental features. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 

later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 

« 

preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be dearly labeled 
“Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone 
number is (571)272-7081. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00- 
5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner’s supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 


free). 
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